WASHINGTON, BG 20510

June 19, 2013 -

The Honorable .T anet Napolitano
Secretary o ‘Homeland" ecunty
U.S. Naval Security Statit
3801 Nebraska Avem

Washmgtﬂn DC 20393

Dear Madam S:e.cre_tary:

I am writing on' behalf of Daniel Alegan"“ 3 pez—Sanuago, a Memcan nauonal currenﬂy
resxdmg in. Verm: r ] ie seal for:

commumty ‘M. _Lopéi .has' wOrked in the dan'y
the ’cLH~2A mpomry

égncultural worker piogram, and Mr: Lo IeZ’S:
systém. 1

Umted States Senator




e s ndii sen el ey

WﬂfiHiN(*?G%, e.2os "i“}—«ﬂsﬂﬁ

PLEASE REPLY TO BURLINGTON OFFICE
June 17, 2013

wasm?sm, D.C. 20536

Dear Director Morton:

T arm writing you on behalf of my constitugnt, Mr, Daniel Aie;andro- .Lopez bannago“of
Burlington, Vermont, Mr. Lopez Santiago has aske for my: assistance in having his request for
Prosecutorial Discretion reviewed so that he-can remain inthis country.. Heredn Vi

gerierally known as Danilo L@pez and his A# is 089-088-623.

Mr. Lopez has been a farmwarker in Vermont forfive years: He'has: an excellent reputation as
tely 1500, farmworkers
: hc: cxperxeneﬁ of

'Vermont who pmvxde cmxcal wor}\ on our daxry aﬂd mher farms mn a da:iy basm

1 respectmiiy request thdt yma Iook mto thxs mdtter at yeur earhe»t canvumerm and that you'
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s, please

for remnstdemn‘ xmf Pmsec- m" il)zwwtxon n s.case. If u have ques
- contact Ms. Gretchen Bailey, the Casework ;5
Grétclien Ba:xie*ﬁ’ ésanderssenat e.gov . Thank yOu in advance f«ar your censxderatmn of this matter.

Sincerely,

Bemard Sanders
United States Sénator
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June 19, 2013

Mr. John Morton

Director

U.S: Department of Homeland Security
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
500 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20536-5098

Dear Director Mortoﬁ,

I write today on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago (A# 089-
‘088-623) of Burlington, Vermont. Mr. Lopez Santiago, known in Vermont as Danilo
Lopez, is requesting a reconsideration of Prosecutorial Discretion so that he can remain in
this country. |

His strong ties to Vermont, his work on Vermont farms, and his commitment to
improving opportunities for Vermont farmworkers without legal status is why I am
joining many Vermonters in weighing in on his behalf. I understand a number of
Vermonters have submitted letters to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and
signed a petition, on behalf of Mr. Lopez and his request for reconsideration.

I respectfully request that you carefully review Mr. Lopez’s request for reconsideration of
Prosecutorial Discretion and give it full and fair consideration under the full extent of the
law. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Shannon Nadeau in my Burlington,
Vermont office at 802-652-2450. Thank you.

Sincerely,

PETER WELCH
Member of Congress

PW/sn
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115 STATE STREET,
MONTPELIER, VT 05633-5201

PHONE: (802) 828-2228
FAX: (802) 828-2424 .

STATE OF VERMONT
SENATE CHAMBER

June 12, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera-Nyles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton and Office Director Nyles:

I am writing regarding Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago (A089-088-623), who
currently lives in Burlington Vermont and is known to me and other Vermont
policymakers as Danilo.

Specifically, I am writing to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Danilo,
who is subject to voluntary departure on July 5th 2013.

As a member of the Vermont State Senate I have had the opportunity to get to
know Danilo.

While employed as a farm worker, a difficult and time consuming job in itself,
Danilo has developed into a credible, trusted communlty member and civil rights leader
in Vermont.

Danilo was detamed as part of a driving incident. It was later found to be an
illegal case of racial profiling, as evidenced by the findings of the VT Human Rights
Commission which ruled in his favor.

True to his character Danilo used the experience to become a positive force and
leader in a successful effort to 1mp1ement a new Bias-Free Policing policy for the
Vermont State Police.

He went on to provide leadership in a successful effort to win passage of
Vermont’s new road safety law, recognizing all our state’s residents regardless of
immigration status.

This required Danilo to work with policymakers of all political persuasions,
legislators, bureaucrats and the Governor and his administration. Throughout it all Danilo
was honest and fair, gaining the respect of all with whom he came in contact.

His benefit to the community was affirmed when Danilo was recognized as the
“Vermont Human Rights Hero” of the year at a statewide conference of hundreds of
community leaders. '




Since then Danilo has continued to take his positive message of hard work,
cooperation and community to schools, universities, churches and organizations across

Vermont. o .
There is no doubt that Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago has earned his place as a

respected member of our community. ,
Ijoin other Vermonters in asking that you grant Mr. Lopez granted prosecutorial

discretion. :

Vermont 3 ¢ — Washington County
Vice Chair Senate Government Operations Committee




PHONE: (802) 828-2228
FAX: (802) 828-2424

115 STATE STREET,
MONTPELIER, VT 05633-5201

STATE OF VERMONT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 17,2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW -

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton:

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro
Lopez Santiago (A089-088-623), who currently lives in Burlington, Vermont. He is
currently subject to a departure on July 5, 2013. Known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, he isa
farm worker and civil rights leader in Vermont, and he is an incredibly valuable,
contributing member of our Vermont community.

My name is Kesha Ram, and I live at 31 North Prospect Street in Burlington, Vermont
with my partner, Oliver. I was born in Santa Monica, California to a mother born in
Chicago and a father who immigrated to the United States from India. I moved to
Vermont nine years ago and am a Vermont State Representative, proudly serving the
citizens of Chittenden District 6-4 in my third term. I sit on the Ways & Means

- Committee. When not in session, [ am the Public Engagement Specialist for the City of
Burlington and serve on numerous boards and advisory groups in the state — the
University of Vermont, the Center for Whole Communities, and more.

I have known Danilo for several years now as an active member of the Vermont

'~ Workers’ Center, an organization that many of my constituents access for support and
building community. They recently honored him as a “Vermont Human Rights Hero” and

 there are many political leaders who applaud this recognition. He has been one of the
leaders of the migrant farmworker community here in Vermont, without whom we would
not be able to support our already struggling farms. He has bravely and effectively
worked on many issues affecting farmworkers and other groups experiencing bias and
prejudice, and has brought many others out of the shadows to come to the State House -
and pass important human rights legislation. He inspires many to be civically engaged
and active participants in their community.




Most recently, he became a key leader in the successful effort to pass road safety
legislation that gives all state residents the freedom of movement, ability to access the
road test and legal means for licensure, and thereby guarantee everyone on our roads is
insured. Members of the legislature from all political backgrounds supported this
legislation, partially because they saw and met with farmworkers for the first time, who
took Danilo’s lead in courageously standing up and being counted.

1 recognize that in the large and — in my view — untenable federal immigration system,
someone like Danilo is just a number and a case file. But to many people in Vermont, he
is truly a hero and a friend. He is a Veronter who works hard, who abides by our laws,
and who has a welcomed place in our community. You would not only be punishing

- Danilo by removing him from his workplace and domicile, you would be punishing his
neighbors, colleagues, and friends. You would be punishing the many Vermonters he has
yet to inspire and empower.

It is with all of this taken into account that I submit to you, Director Morton, that Daniel
Alejandro Lopez Santiago is an upstanding, diligent, giving, kind person who is valued

and recognized in the State of Vermont accordingly. I believe without reservation that he
should be granted prosecutorial discretion and allowed to remain here.

ol

Hon. Kesha K. Ram

Sincerely,

Burlington, Chittenden 6-4




- STATE OF VERMONT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
115 STATE STREET
MONTPELIER, VT
05633-5201

June 17, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Dlrector John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles

10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Mr. Morton,

I'am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro
Lopez Santiago (A089-088-623), of Burlington Vermont. He is being asked to leave the
country on July 5th 2013. _

My name is Christopher Pearson. I am a State Representative serving my fourth term in
the Vermont House, representing part of Vermont’s largest city: Burlington.

I'first met Danilo in 2012 when he testified in support of legislation give greater
mobility to migrant farm workers in Vermont. Since then, I have had multiple
opportunities to interact with him and have been impressed by Danilo’s respect for
everyone involved in the legislative process, his commitment to make Vermont a better
place for all its residents, and his effective role as a spokesperson for the migrant farm
worker community.

Danilo is an important asset for Vermont and our country. Plase exercise your discretion and

close his case.

Chrlstopher Pearson
State Representative
12 Brookes Avenue
Burlington, VT 05401

Slncerely,




115 STATE STREET,
MONTPELIER, VT 05633-5201

PHONE: (802) 828-2228
FAX: (802) 828-2424

STATE OF VERMONT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 13, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12" St., SW

Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Morton,

I am writing to express my concern for a young man, Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago
and ask for your assistance. It is through his Human Rights work here in Vermont that I
have come to respect Mr. Santiago and now he faces an uncertain future.

As a VT State Representative I have known Mr. Santiago for over a year now and
admire his courage and willingness to stand up for human dignity. He has testified on
several occasions in my House Committee on Transportation and moved not only myself,
but also many within the State House. He brought a new level of understanding with
regard to the issues of migrant workers within Vermont. Today he needs our help.

I am hoping that you will consider Prosecutorial Discretion in this case. It would be an
unfortunate loss for Vermont’s future if Mr. Santiago was to be separated from our
community.

Sincerely,

% C l%%w\
Rep. Diane Lanpher
Addison-3

(802) 877-2230
dianelanpher@hotmail.com




STATE OF VERMONT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE HOUSE
115 STATE STREET
MONTPELIER, VT
05633-5201

MOLLIE S. BURKE
VERMONT STATE REPRESENTATIVE
62 WEST STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT 05301

14 June, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Direcior Moran and Director Herrera Niles:

I am writing on behalf of Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago {A089-088-623), currently of
Burlington, Vermont. I ask that you grant him Prosecutorial Discretion from deportation, which is
due to occur on July 5th.

I am a member of the Vermont House of Representatives, representing the town of
Brattleboro. I first met Mr. Lopez Santiago in the spring of 2012, when he came fo testify in the
House Transportation Committee regarding the issuance of driver's licenses to immigrant farm
workers. I was immediately impressed by Mr. Lopez Santiago's sincerity, and his clear articulation
of the problems faced by immigrant farm workers.

Based on this very favorable impression of Mr. Lopez Santiago, and my belief in the issues
he raised, 1 decided to support the cause of these workers to obtain driver's licenses. [ participated
in a Summer Study Committee, and then became the lead House sponsor of 2 bill to grant licenses
to those people in Vermont unable to prove immigration status, or to otherwise meet the
requirements of the REAL 1D Act.




The bill passed the Legislature, and was signed into law on June 5, 2013 in a ceremony at
the State House. That this happened is in no small measure because of the efforts of Mr. Lopez
Santiago on behalf of his fellow farmworkers.

During the entire Legislative Session, Mr. Lopez Santiago appeared numerous times at the
State House to advocate for the bill. He testified before legislative committees, and spoke one-on-
one with Representatives, Senators, and the Governor. He helped to put 2 human face on the
problems faced by farm workers who lack access to transportation. His gentle manner, basic
honesty, and sincere articulation of issues won over many in state government who were unsure of
the merits of this legislation. '

M. Lopez Santiago has contributed much to his conumunity. and to the State of Vermont. |
know he wants to do more work on issues of human rights and community engagement, He is a
leader and advotate. His work and presence enhance both our moral and cultural atmosphere.

Based on this character reference, and on the testimony of many others who have been
impressed by Mr. Lopez Santiago, I respectfully ask that you grant him Prosecutorial Discretion.
{ am happy to follow up with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Yuplih S Bwded -

Rep. Mollie S. Burke
Brattieboro, Vermont
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ICE Director John Morton
Department of Homeland
500 12th St., SW o
Washington, D.C. 20536:

- Wedniesday, June 13, 2013

Boston Field Office Direété Do
10 New England Executive Pz
Burlington, MA 01803.

Dear Director Morton; 1

My name is Rev. Will Burh
Church, UCC in Charlott
Discretion to Daniel Alej
Vermont. He is subject ¢
be forced to leave.’

S and- Tam the mlmster of the Charlotte Congregational
Wntmg to ask that you grant Prosecutorial

v_ 089:088- -623), who lives in Burlington,
July Sth 2013 and we are hoping that he will not

Danilo is a farm worke:" nd'cwﬂ nghts leader m Vermont who has attended our church
along w1th h15 father on a number of occasmns oVer t‘he last couple of years. He» isa good

802.598.6035

© P.®. Box 12+ Charlotte, DT 05445+ (802) 425-3176



MI.DDLEBURY COLLEGE
Middlebury, VT 05753
Department of Sociology/Anthropology

Jamie K. McCallum
Munroe Hall 110
SOAN Department

June 13, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St, SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton:

I'write in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago (A089-088-623), who lives in Burlington, Vermont. He is currently subject to a
departure on July 5th 2013. Known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, he is a farm worker and civil
rights leader in Vermont.

My name is Jamie K. McCallum. I am a professor of Sociology at Middlebury College. I have
had the pleasure and good fortune to collaborate with Danilo on a number of important
projects, inside the classroom and out of it. As an active community member where I live in.
Addison County, I have often sought Danilo’s assistance and advice when dealing with local
political issues. On several occasions, I have brought Danilo to my class to speak with
students about the local agricultural economy, migration issues, and other related topics.
He was also vital to an independent study project I started at the college, that involved
students and workers building community gardens.

In the two years I've known him, Danilo has always been there for me—he’s a man our
community can rely on. Danilo is a leader. In other words, when he speaks, others listen
and take notes. But he’s also a careful listener. He has, in fact, been listening to our




community for a long time, which has also made him such an effective civil rights leader. He
is kind and gentle when it matters most, and vocal and strong when it is appropriate. It is
so rare to find someone who knows how to strike that balance. He is an inspiration for
students and a fantastic teacher. Danilo makes it all look easy; butitis not.

If we lose Danilo, we lose a lot of hope, a lot of inspiration, a lot of character, a lot of
laughter, a lot of strength, and a lot of power.

Director Morton, I urge you to grant Mr. Lopez prosecutorial discretion. This would allow
him to live in the place to which he is so important, and which he loves so dearly.

Sincerely,

ie McCallum, PhD

Sociology and Anthropology Department
Middlebury College




Steve Gould

PO Box 224

Chelsea, VT 05038
(802) 685-3121
swgould@charter.net

Office of Chief Counsel -
Prosecutorial Discretion Unit
Immigration and Enforcement
- 15 New Sudbury St.

Boston, MA 02203

June 11, 2013
Re: Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago (A089-088-623)
Dear Madam or Sir,

- I am a citizen of the United States who has resided in Vermont since 1976. I am now retired.
Prior to my retirement I served as an assistant attorney general for the State of Vermont.

I'met Daniel in 2011. Since then I have had the privilege and pleasure of observing him work
tirelessly for the benefit of Vermont farm workers. I admire his courage for putting himself at
personal risk by coming out of the shadows to advocate for what he believed was right. He has
demonstrated that he is an articulate leader and advocate for human rights. He is a model for all
those who want to achieve fair treatment for all. His efforts to break down racial barriers has
benefited not only the farm worker community but the entire Vermont community.

“Daniel is a kind and caring young gentleman whom I would be proud to have as my neighbor.
Simply stated, Daniel is outstanding resident of Vermont who presents no risk to public safety.
It is for that reason that I respectfully request that you exercise prosecutorial discretion in
Daniel’s case and dismiss the deportation proceedings pending against him.

Thank you for considering my request. If you have further questions concerning my knowledge
of Daniel’s character, please do not hesitate to contact me. :

- Sincerely yours,
L Ll

Steve Gould



June 12, 2013

John Morton

Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Director Morton:

I am writing to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago, (A089-088-623), currently living in Burlington, Vermont, and subject to a
departure on July 5" 2013.

| am a citizen and resident of Charlotte, Vermont. | am a social studies teacher but | am
currently working at home raising my two children. | am a deacon in the Charlotte
Congregational Church.

Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago, known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, is a farm worker and
civil rights leader in Vermont. | have known Danilo for more than two years since he
first attended a Spanish church service at my church. Over the last two years | have
had the honor of volunteering alongside Danilo, and | have watched him become an
incredibly strong leader and advocate for the human rights of all people.

As you may already know by now, Danilo Lopez is a public figure in the State of
Vermont. He has come by this status because he is a tireless worker, was recognized
in 2011 as a Vermont Human Rights Hero by the Vermont Worker’s Center and he was
instrumental in the successful effort to grant access to driver’s licenses to all state
residents, regardless of immigration status.

All of this taken together makes Danilo one of the most influential and important voices
in Vermont today. This makes Danilo’s presence in Vermont, and in the United States, a
critical piece in the struggle for justice and human rights.

I respectfully request that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago, and thus allow him to continue this critical work.

Sincerely,

Laura O’Brien

LOB/bon




Avery Book
155 North Winooski Ave., Apt. 1
Burlington, VT 05401

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director John Morton:

I am writing to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago. A089-
088-623), who currently lives in Burlington Vermont. He is currently subject to a departure on July 5th
2013. Known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, he is a farm worker and civil rights leader in Vermont.

My name is Avery Book. I live in Burlington, Vermont, and I am a United States citizen. I am a
professional musician, sing in a number of local community choirs, and am a regular volunteer with
local nonprofits Migrant Justice and the Vermont Workers' Center. I grew up in Vermont, and I have
been only impressed by Danilo's selfless contributions to my home state.

‘T'have known Danilo since the summer of 2011, as a friend and fellow community organizer. I have
been consistently moved his passion, compassion for others, and the unassuming, direct, and effective
leadership he demonstrates in every area of his life. He has been a critical civil righs and human rights

“leader in strengthening Vermont's bias-free policing policy, in educating the broader public about the
experiences of immigrants in Vermont, and in the successful passage of a law allowing driver's licenses
for all Vermont residents, regardless of citivenship status.

Danilo is an incredible public speaker. I've seen him speak in a range of contexts, from the Vermont
State House to university lecture halls to community meetings all over the state. He's inspired reactions
ranging from standing ovations to moving people to tears from people who have been touched by his
vision and the stories he shares. He has also made an incredible impact on his friends and fellow
community members in his interpersonal interactions. He is patient, attentative, supportive, and
encourages and pushes others to find their own courage to become leaders themselves. This is true
whether he is talking with fellow farmworkers on rural dair farms or to Vermont-born friends and
neighbors here in Burlington over dinner.

Danilo has worked tirelessly to make Vermont a better place for everyone. I think his is a clear case,
and I ask you to grant him prosecutorial discretion.

Best regards %

Avery Book




Dana Woodruff

120 Main St. #1
Plainfield, VT 05667
June 14, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW :

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton:
I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago.

My name 1s Dana Woodruff, I live at 120 Main St #1, Plainfield, VT 05667, and I am a US citizen. Iam a
health educator and member of the Central VT Farmworker Coalition, the VT Farm Health Task Force,
Migrant Justice, and I have completed and assisted with the VT Farm Health Task Force’s Agricultural
Medicine training program.

I have known Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago for two years. We met through the organization Migrant
Justice and we have worked together often since then. Danilo is both a friend and colleague. Danilo is a
caring and thoughtful community member, as well as an attentive listener. He is very responsible and
follows through in his work. His calm and warm personality puts the others around him at ease. He is
dedicated to his friends, colleagues, and those in VI’s migrant farm worker community. He is very
community-minded, giving much of his time and energy to support others and working to raise awareness
and make positive changes at the statewide level.

Danilo visited my workplace to give a presentation on the connections between workers’ rights in the US
and in Mexico. He is very well spoken, sharing his personal and family history and connecting it with
broader issues here in VT, nationally, and internationally. There was a great turnout at this event, including
my co-workers and commurnty members, and many people left feeling both informed and moved by
Danilo’s presentation. This is just one example of the many presentations that Danilo has given in
educational and community settings.

We most recently worked together in organizing at the Statehouse, within the migrant farm worker
community, as well as in the larger VT community, in order to pass the law that allows freedom of mobility

(via access to driver's privilege cards) to all Vermont residents, regardless of immigration status.

Danilo contributes very much to the VT community and I believe that he should be granted prosecutorial
discretion.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Dana Woodruff




Hanna Mahon
8 Bakery Lane
Apartment 1

- Middlebury, VT 05753

Office of the Chief Counsel
Prosecutorial Discretion Unit
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
15 New Sudbury Street

Boston, MA 02203

June 12, 2013

To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion for Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago.

My name is Hanna Mahon. I am a US citizen and current resident of Apartment #1 at 8§ Bakery Lane in
Middlebury, Vermont. I am a senior at Middlebury College where I study Peace and Justice Studies and
Education Studies. Though I was born and raised in Washington, DC, I plan on staying in Vermont after [
graduate next year, hopefully in the capacity of community organizer or high school history teacher.

I first men Danilo (a nickname for Daniel) when he gave a presentation at Middlebury on immigrant rights in
Vermont and his work with the Burlington-based organization Migrant Justice. Wher, after studying aboard for
a semester on the Mexico Solidarity Network’s Social Movements program, I was deciding what to do with my
summer, ] remembered his dynamic lecture and ended up a summer intern with the organization Migrant
Justice. There I worked with Danilo almost every day, planning workshops on immigrant rights for religious
leaders throughout Vermont, ‘bike-riding for human rights,” organizing carpools for farmworker members of
the organization, making the necessary though awkward fundraising phone calls, writing on a report on the state
of the dairy industry in Vermont, and much more.

It is hard for me to essentializeDanilothrough angular letters on a blank white page as I feel people are much
more than the ‘papers’ that supposedly tell their stories for them, but I will say this: Danilo is one of the most
dedicated, joyful, and inspiring people with whom I have ever worked.I spent last summer thinking of Danilo as
one of my bosses—as a mentor showing me what it meant to be open-hearted and yet determined, trusting and
yet pragmatic. Danilo is the one who taught me how to engage a crowd of people and inspire them to action.
Danilo is the one who showed me that we must unconditionally treat everyone with respect even if they are
acting in a way that we deem unethical. Danilo is the one I will always think of when I remember those

- special Vermonterswho planted in me the seeds ofa community organizer dedicated to the people.

I ask again — not because I feel my request is as yet unclear — but because, if Danilo has taught me anything, it is
that to be an ally is to devote oneself to the repetitive monotony of just being there for people: Please grant

Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago Prosecutorial Discretion.

Sincerely,

Hanna Mahon




June 14, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

" Dear Director Morton:

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago (A089-088-623), who currently lives in Burlington Vermont.

My name is Kate Kanelstein. Ilive in Burlington, Vermont and I work as the Lead Organizer
with the Vermont Workers’ Center. '

Mr. Lopez, or Danilo, as friends call him, is an agricultural worker and an incredibly important
civil and human rights leader in Vermont. After being detained due to an illegal incident of
racial profiling, Danilo won a case of discrimination before the VT Human Rights Commission.
He was also a key civil rights leader in a successful campaign for a new and improved State
Police Bias-Free Policing policy.

In December 2011 on International Human Rights Day, my organization, the Vermont Workers’
Center recognized Mr. Lopez, as Human Rights Hero of the Year at the Human Rights ,
Conference at the University of Vermont. At that conference I heard Danilo speak on a panel
alongside U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders, professors at the University of Vermont, leaders of
disability rights organizations, leaders of Vermont’s labor movement and Vermonters who lost
their homes in hurricane Irene. I will never forget hearing Danilo’s inspiring words when he
spoke on that day and committed to making his community here in Vermont a better place.

Danilo has continued since then to be an incredibly important person in my life. He has taught
me and many other people around him what it really means to be a part of a community in which
people care for each other, treat each other with respect, work hard and advocate for what is
right.

I have witnessed Danilo become a public speaker at churches, schools and universities. Most
recently I saw him speak at an event in Montpelier where he stood with priests, ministers and
other prominent community leaders to discuss issues of respect and fairness in our community.

For these reasons and so many more I strongly urge you to grant Mr. Lopez prosecutorial
discretion. Please, do not take Danilo away from Vermont where he has so positively influenced
the lives of many.

Sincerely,

- Kate Kanelstein
61 Spring Street
Burlington VT 05401




Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security
500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Director John Morton,
I am writing in support of Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago (A089-088-623) who has done excellent
human rights work in the State of Vermont and whose presence is a positive contribution to the United

States of America. He deserves a path to citizenship.

If you will grant him prosecutorial discretion to halt his deportation, our state and communities will be
very much enriched by his presence.

In 2002 when our friend Ruth Juarez was granted legal status {after entering illegally in 1989), the judge
told her that, based on 13 years of evidence of her positive contributions to the US, he wished that more
people like her would bring their evidence and apply for legal status. (She was granted permiésion and
now is a citizen based upon the NACARA opportunity.) That judge is not the only supporter of individuals
who show outsténding service to our society. We, as well as many Vermonters, wish that Daniel and
others active in enriching our state with their attention to communities and to human rights can have a
path to legal status. It is the least we can do in gratitude for their presence.

Daniel’s recent accomplishments:

*  After being detained due to an illegal incident of racial profiling, Danilo won a case of
discrimination before the VT Human Rights Commission. He was also a key civil rights leader in a
successful campaign for a new and improved State Police Bias-Free Policing policy.

* Danilo has become a passionate and effective public speaker, speaking in schools, universities,
churches, and for community and labor organizations about about civic engagement,
immigration, and his experiences and the experiences of his .communities on Vermont’s dairy
farms.

*  For his community work and advocacy, in 2011 Danilo was recognized as the “Vermont Human
Rights Hero” of the year by the Vermont Worker’s Center at a conference of hundreds of
community leaders at the University of Vermont.

* Danilo was a key leader in the effort for a successful road safety bill for Vermont, giving access
to all state residents regardless of immigration status.

\

Julie Levy




Office of the Chief Counsel William Bennington

Prosecutorial Discretion Unit 7207 Route 7
Immigration and Customs Enforcement ' North Ferrisburgh, VT
15 New Sudbury Street 05473

Boston, MA 02203 802-734-9642

June 11, 2013
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am writing to request that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago.

My name is William Bennington. | rent an apartment at 7027 Route 7 in North Ferrisburgh, Vermont. |
am a United States citizen and Vermont resident. | work as a campaigner and development associate for
a forest protection organization, and am a small-scale organic farmer and a seasonal farm worker in
Vermont. | graduated from the University of Vermont in 2011 with a B.S. in Forestry.

I met Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago (whom | will refer to as Danilo) 2 years ago while volunteering to
support the migrant farm worker community in Vermont. Since meeting Danilo, | have seen him speak
many times, and have spent time with him engaging in various community activities.

Danilo is an exemplary member of his local community, and of his statewide and national community. |
~ have learned invaluable lessons about participating in and building community from Danilo. He has
taught me the importance of advocating for oneself and for one’s neighbors, friends and families.

Danilo is someone who puts the importance and well-being of his community before his own self
interest. Over the past several years, he has worked tirelessly to give a voice and dignity to thousands of
farm workers in Vermont.

I have personally experienced Danilo’s ability to empower other community members to become
civically and socially engaged, which is a difficult feat for people living in rural Vermont. Danilo’s
presence in our community has made us all stronger. Danilo possesses a great ability to critically engage
people on complex issues involving immigration, labor issues and human rights.

My fondest memory of Danilo happened this past fall. We were driving through the back roads of a
small, rural Vermont town trying to find a friend’s house. Danilo was in charge of navigation, and | was
driving. Danilo had printed directions in Spanish, but was trying to direct me in English, as his English is
far superior to my Spanish. While it was a great challenge to communicate across two languages, while
neither of us had any idea where we were, Danilo rose to the challenge and got us to our destination,
where he gave some of the most inspiring and motivating testimony | have ever witnessed. And, when |
took a wrong turn on our way home, Danilo once again rose to the challenge to reorient us and find our
way back. This demonstrates his steadfast determination to solve problems no matter how difficult the
situation may be. '




Danilo’s absence would deal a crushing blow to the greater Vermont community. At a time when so
many people in our communities are struggling to meet their basic needs, we absolutely need strong
leaders like Danilo to inspire, encourage and create meaningful solutions to the problems we create.

You must know that forcing Danilo to leave our community will impact thousands of people across the
state and across the country. Danilo is a friend, a leader and a visionary. He has shown more dedication
to the state of Vermont than most citizens in the state ever will. 1 urge ybu to please grant
Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago. He is a community member that we
cannot afford to lose.

Sincerely,

William Bennington




June 13, 2013

Office of Chief Counsel

Prosecutorial Discretion Unit
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
15 New Sudbury Street

Boston, MA 02203

To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Jen Berger. | live in Burlington, Vermont, and am an active member of my
community as an artist, activist and educator. | am writing to you as a long time resident of
Vermont, specifically Burlington. | begin this letter this way to give context to the many changes |
have seen throughout the twelve years | have lived in Vermont, and to the people who have been
instrumental in creating change.

| met Danilo Lopez a few years ago. When | met Danilo he was shy and reserved, as one would
expect when feeling like a stranger in a new place. Yet it was always clear that Danilo had heart,
and a strong sense of goodness within. Since our first meeting, Danilo has grown to be a leader
in our community, fighting for justice for himself and his peers. He has taught many of us the
nature of the lives of migrant workers, and worked hard to understand how to make an impact. |
have seen Danilo stand in front of huge groups of people and speak his heart, and we have all
been moved. And he has been nothing but kind and gracious.

Danilo is one of the people who makes a difference in the lives of others. He is a strong asset to
our community, and there would be a void here if he leaves.

Please grant Danilo Lopez prosecutorial discretion. Qur community is better off with him here.

Thank you,

Jen Berger

14 Decatur St.
Burlington, VT 05401
802.862.8127
jo4pax@yahoo.com™
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Darya Marchenkova
61 Spring Street
Burlington, VT 05401

Office of the Chief Counsel
Prosecutorial Discretion Unit
Immigrant and Customs Enforcement
15 New Sudbury Street

Boston, MA 02203

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to ask that you grant prosecutorial discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago, known.
as Danilo in our community.

My name is Darya Marchenkova and I am 26-years-old. I live in Burlington, Vermont and work with a
community organization called the Vermont Workers' Center. I am a permanent resident of the United
States, having lived here since my family and I moved to Ohio from Moscow, Russia when I was five.
This summer I am proud to submit an application for U.S. citizenship.

At the Vermont Workers' Center, we share an office with Migrant Justice. We also share a vision for a
better Vermont where everyone can live free from want — in peace, happiness, and dignity. The
organizations we are building are tight-knit communities where we try to love and take care of one
another. Danilo is indispensable to that.

I have known Danilo since I met him at a conference in 2011, where he was helping set up a radio
station to facilitate communication among migrant farmworkers in Vermont. Ever since then, I have
known Danilo as an important leader of the movement to advance human rights. I moved to Vermont in
2012 and have become Danilo's colleague and friend. He is an extraordinary person: kind, generous,
intelligent and humble. He is passionate and dedicated to the hard work of improving our democracy
and economic system. We have spent countless late nights together at our office with other members of
Migrant Justice and the Vermont Workers' Center, planning community workshops or making phone
calls to our organizations' members. Danilo has helped many to understand the root causes of why
people from all over this continent and the world come to the United States, and what a system based
on human rights would look like. ‘ :

It breaks so many hearts in Vermont to think that Danilo will be removed from our community. When
.Danilo and other members of Migrant Justice fight for their human rights, they build a better Vermont
for us all, so Danilo is an important leader for everyone. He is also a dear friend to many.

Turge you to grant prosecutorial discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago. I am available to
answer any questions or discuss this matter further.

Sincerely,

Darya Marchenkova

Communications Coordinator, Vermont Workers' Center
61 Spring Street

Burlington, VT 05401



Office of the Chief Counsel Avery Pittman

Prosecutorial Discretion Unit 83 South Water St
Immigration and Customs Enforcement Vergennes, VT

15 New Sudbury Street 05491

Boston, MA 02203 802-343-7565

June 11, 2013
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am writing to request that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago.

My name is Avery Pittman. | rent an apartment at 83 South Water Street in Vergennes, Vermont. | am a United States
citizen and Vermont resident. |1 work as a community organizer for a human rights and labor organization. | graduated
from the University of Vermont in 2012 with a B.A. in Environmental Studies.

I met Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago (whom | will refer to as Danilo) 2 years ago while volunteering to support the
migrant farm worker community in Vermont. Since meeting Danilo, | have seen him speak many times, and have spent
time with him engaging in various community activities.

Danilo is an exemplary member of his local community, and of his statewide and national community. | have learned
invaluable lessons about participating in and building community from Danilo. He has taught me the importance of
advocating for oneself and for one’s neighbors, friends and families.

Danilo is someone who puts the importance and well-being of his community before his own self interest. Over the past
several years, he has worked tirelessly to give a voice and dignity to thousands of farm workers in Vermont.

I have personally experienced Danilo’s ability to empower other community members to become civically and socially
engaged, which is a difficult feat for people living in rural Vermont. Danilo possesses a great ability to critically engage
people on complex issues involving immigration, labor issues and human rights.

Danilo’s absence would deal a crushing blow to the greater Vermont community. At a time when so many people in our
communities are struggling to meet their basic needs, we absolutely need strong leaders like Danilo to inspire,
encourage and create meaningful solutions to the problems we create.

You must know that forcing Danilo to leave our community will impact thousands of people across the state and across
the country. Danilo is a friend, a leader and a visionary. He has shown more dedication to the state of Vermont than
most citizens in the state ever will. 1 urge you to please grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago. He is a community member that we cannot afford to lose.

L
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Sincerely,

Avery Pittman




Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St,, SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton:

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago. A089-088-623), who currently lives in Burlington Vermont. He is currently subject to a
departure on July 5th 2013. Known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, he is a farm worker and civil rights
leader in Vermont.

My name is Teresa Mares, and I have worked as a volunteer with Migrant Justice. I am a citizen of the
United States, and am a professor of anthropology studying the relationships between migration,
hunger, and food access. I have been researching and advocating for immigrant rights since 2004, in
both Washington State and Vermont.

I have known Danilo for the past year and a half and first met him through our mutual involvement at
Migrant Justice. During that time, I have been consistently inspired by Danilo’s work and
commitment to human rights and expanding the community’s understanding of the struggles that
confront migrant workers in the state and the surrounding region. He has been central to ongoing
work regarding Bias-Free Policing and a successful road safety bill for Vermont, giving access to all
state residents regardless of immigration status. Danilo has quickly become a leader in Vermont and
has been at the forefront of the migrant justice and human rights movement. In 2011, he was
recognized as “Vermont Human Rights Hero” by the Vermont Worker’s Center. He speaks regularly at
public events, including at schools and universities, churches, community events, and academic
events.

Danilo is a model member of our community and everyone who is fortunate to meet him is
impressed by his good nature and friendliness, commitment to positive social change, and desire to
help others. I have worked with Danilo at several community events and have heard him speak on at
least five occasions. Danilo is a tireless community advocate and without his continued involvement,
the movement for human rights in Vermont would be significantly weakened.

I firmly believe that Daniel (Danilo) Alejandro Lopez Santiago should be granted prosecutorial
discretiomn.

Sincerely,

G o —

Teresa Mares, Ph.D.

27 School Street
Burlington, Vermont 05401
(802) 310-1179



Office of the Chief Counsel
Prosecutorial Discretion Unit .
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
15 New Sudbury Street

Boston, MA 02203

June 12, 2013
Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago, who currently lives in Burlington Vermont. My name is Chris Schroth, of Glover,
VT, and I run a small farm and ag-educational program in Northern Vermont. I also volunteer
with the Vermont Workers Center and Migrant Justice and play music with a number of
community based projects.

I'met Daniel, or Danilo as he is known to friends, two years ago shortly after he was illegally
detained by the VT State Police. Later that year I participated in the Vermont Worker’s Center
conference where he was recognized as the “Vermont Human Rights Hero” of the year.

During the last year I volunteered alongside him with Migrant Justice. He worked tirelessly on
the Drivers’ License campaign while consistently supporting his community members facing
workers’ rights violations. His leadership and dedication extend beyond his personal

struggles. He has been a key part of the Put People First campaign, and has worked with the
Vermont Workers Center, Green Mountain Self Advocates, NDLON, and the Poverty Initiative,
among many other groups, institutions, and schools.

Danilo is more than just an organizer and leader; he is a human being and a good friend. I lived
with Danilo for part of this past year, and he was a pleasure to live with and always

supportive. He often would feed me and cook delicious food when I was too busy to take care of
myself, and has always been there for me when I needed him. He put up with and encouraged
my loud music practice, and is a fun and hilarious person to be around.

Danilo is vital to our state and our community. He has worked ceaselessly to improve the lives
of a wide spectrum of people, and has fought for civil rights since I first met him. I strongly
urge you to grant Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago Prosecutorial Discretion and stop his
deportation.

Slncerely,

/ 4/6/

Chrls Schroth
287 Drew Place
Glover, VT 05839




273 Lynrick Acres
Charlotte, VT 05445
June 13, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Mr. Morton;

I am writing to urge that you grant prosecutorial discretion for Mr. Daniel Alejandro Lopez Santiago

~(known as Danilo Lopez) so that he is not deported from our community. I have lived half my seventy-
two years in the State of Vermont, am a long-term member of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in
Burlington, and now work as a volunteer on environmental and social issues. I have lived in Charlotte,
VT with my husband for 23 years.

I first met Danilo on September 1, 2012 at the Peoples' Convention in Burlington, VT when he spoke to
a group of those who attended the convention. He spoke in Spanish, through an interpreter, in a way that
impressed me deeply; he was engaging, unpretentious, earnest, and revealed compassion and real
leadership ability.

Danilo has worked skillfully with fellow immigrant workers and Vermonters to help pass legislation
creating a new category of drivers' licenses in Vermont to enable these workers, our neighbors, to gain
mobility and live as members of our society while they work long hard hours in the dairy industry. I
have come to know him as a creative, articulate, intelligent, caring leader with a keen sense of justice
and a vision of a more inclusive and just society in Vermont shared by myself and others who have
worked on migrant issues and those who have written on his behalf. He has also demonstrated a
commitment to non-violence in his demeanor and work.

I observed him talking with a Senator about legislation supported by Migrant Justice and allies. She was
undecided about her position and had questions about the need for the law. He talked patiently with her
as one human to another. After the bill passed the House, she ultimately decided to vote for it in the
Senate and helped it become law.

This young man cares enough for his family in Mexico to risk extreme danger and hardship in our
country. He has also demonstrated care for the migrant community and the larger community of

~ Vermont, and if not deported, could be eligible for citizenship in the U.S. I sincerely hope that my letter
and those of others in support of Mr. Lopez will persuade you to use your prosecutorial discretion to
prevent his deportation from our community.

Sincerely,
Sylvia Knight

P.S. Because | am attending a conference in Canada, I am unable to include my signature in this letter.
To confirm my identity, please contact Mark Howe, Music Director and Canon Precentor at the
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 2 Cherry St, Burlington VT. Telephone: work, 802-864- 0471 home, 802-
865-1258.
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June 17,2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Securlty

500 12th St., SW

Washlngton, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles

10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro
Lopez Santiago. My name is Cecile Reuge. I am a student in the Masters Program in
Food Systems at the University of Vermont. For the past few years I have been very
involved with the Vermont Worker’s Center as a volunteer organizer. I have spent several
years as a teenager and young adult working in food service. I am a dual citizen of the
United States and France.

I have known Danilo since November 2011. I have since had the pleasure of watching
Danilo flourish as a passionate grassroots leader, organizing his peers and giving them
the courage to speak out about the many woes in the life of a dairy farm worker in
Vermont. Danilo once told me a story about being kicked in the ribs while milking and
waiting for 48 hours to receive medical attention due to a lack of access to healthcare and
transportation. Since then, he has been fighting tirelessly for the right to mobility for
himself and his peers. In June of 2013, Senate Bill 38 was signed into law, giving all
people in Vermont, documented or not, the right to mobility. I do not believe that this
victory would have been possible without Danilo’s dedication and organizing efforts
throughout the two years prior. ' '

Danilo Lopez is a key player in building unity between workers in Vermiont. He is a
crucial peer advocate and member of the Burlington Community. Please consider my
testimony and grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Mr. Lopez.

Cecile Reuge

36 Decatur Street
Burlington, VT 05401
(631)275-1546




June 18, 2013

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director John Morton
Department of Homeland Security

500 12th St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20536

Boston Field Office Director Dorothy Herrera Niles
10 New England Executive Park
Burlington, MA 01803

Dear Director Morton:

I am writing in order to ask that you grant Prosecutorial Discretion to Daniel Alejandro Lopez
Santiago (A089-088-623), who currently lives in Burlington Vermont. He is currently subject
to a departure on July 5th 2013. Known as ‘Danilo’ by his friends, he is a farm worker and
civil rights leader in Vermont. v

My name is Yanira A. Aguirre Rodriguez, | live in 93 N. Union St in Burlington Vt. 'm a
permanent resident in Vermont since 2012. | work in the Plant and Soil Science
Department for the University of Vermont as a researcher. Also 'm a volunteer with Migrant
Justice, where | met Daniel A. Lopez Santiago more than a year ago.

We were working together organizing events for the Hispanic community in Vermont, and
after a short period of time we became very good friends. We’ve share many moments
together as friends and | can assure you that he is an honest, hardworking man.

Danilo is a sharing, intelligent sensitive human being. | was able to see his develop as a
leader for the Hispanic Immigrant community during the last year, and | can tell you that he
never disappointed his peers. He is the voice for hundreds of Latino farmworkers and their
struggle for Humans Rights in Vermont, and if someone asks him for help, he will always be
- there for them.

Danilo is not a threat to public safety, he has no criminal record and he has been an asset to
the Vermont community. | am aware that he has one prior removal from 2007, however his
record and story show that if given a chance to remain in the United States, he will use his time
and work to make the Vermont community and the country a better place, and will continue to
advocate for human rights. Please consider closing his deportation case using prosecutorial
discretion.

UVM Plantand Soil Science Department. 802-310-9066













































































































. STATE OF VERMONT
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago )
Charging Party )
. ) '

V. } HRC Charge No. PA12-0005
)
VT Dept of Public Safety )
Responding Party )

FINAL DETERMINATION -

Pursuant to 9 V.S.A. §4554, the Vermont Human Rights Commission
enters the following Order: |

1. The following vote was taken on a motion to find that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that the Vermont Department of Public Safety,

the Respondent, illegally discriminated against Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago,
the Charging Party, in violation of Vermont's Fair Housing and Public
Accommodations Act on'the grounds of national origin, race, and color.

Mary Marzec-Gerrior, Chair .For _[/ Against ___ Absent__ Recused __

Nathan Besio ‘For __ Against__ Absent __\{Recused L
Mary Brodsky For __ Against __ Absent __ Recused _‘_/
Mercedes Mack . For __ Against _ Absent __ Recused _;/
Donald Vickers For _\_/Against __ Absent __ Recused __
Charles Kletecka | For zAgainst __ Absent __ Recused ___
Entry: Reasonable Grounds ___ Motion failed




Dated at Winooski, Vermont, this 1% day of December, 2011.

BY: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

J/Mz/ d /%ff(/@%//l

Mary Mar, ec-Gemor CHair

NM/)M'\/

Nathan Besio

“ ALttt ~
Mary Brodsky

- qdul ~
Mercedes Mack

zﬂ Vlckers M

Charles Kletecka




VT Human Rights Commission iphone}  802-828-2480

14~16 Baldwin Street [fax} 802-828-2481
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301 {tdd} 877-294-9200
hitp://hre.vermont.goy ftoll free}  1-800-416-2010

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT
PA12-0005

& PA12-0006

CHARGING PARTIES: Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago (0005) & Antonio
Mesa-Sandoval (0006)

RESPONDING PARTY: The Vermont Department of Public Safety

CHARGE: Public Accommodations/National Origin/Race/Color

_S_l,JMMARY OF CHARGE: On September 19, 2011, Mr. Lopez-Santiago and
Mr. Mesa-Sandoval filed Charges of Discrimination alleging that the
Department of Public Safety, through its agent, Trooper Jared Hatch,
discriminated against them because of their national origin, race and color.
Complainants were passengers in a truck that was stopped for speeding by
Trooper Jared Hatch. Complainants allege that because of their skin color
and appearance they quickly became the focus of the stop which resulted in
intensive quest;omng about their legal status and ultimately resulted in thexr
" being taken Into custody and handed over to Border Patrol,

SUMMARY OF RESPONSE: The state denies that Trooper Hatch’s attention
was drawn to Mr. Lopez-Santiago and Mr. Mesa-Sandoval by the color of
their skin or appearancé; however it admits that Trooper Hatch’s attention
shifted to the complainants and away from the driver.

, % VERMONT



PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION: This investigative report makes a

preliminary recommendation that the Human Rights Commission find that
there are reasonable grounds to believe that fhe Department of Public
Safety discriminated against Mr. Lopez-Santiago and Mr. Mesa-Sandoval
based on their national origin, race and color, in violation of 9 V.S.A.
§4502(a).

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

Interviews: .
Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago
Antonio Mesa-Sandoval

Documents:

Charge of Discrimination

Responses to the Charges .

Open letter from the State Police Advisory Committee (SPAC)
Video of Stop released by the Vermont Department of Public Safety




Danilo Lopez: Community, Civil Rights, Human Rights L.eadership in the news

Undocumented workers seeking driving rights victorious in key House vote
Date: May 7, 2013

Outlet Vermont Digger
i)

house-vote/
Quote: “Lopez expressed happiness with the eventual outcome. 'Slowly but surely, we’re moving away
from the discrimination that has permeated our society for so long,' he said.”

With 27-2 vote, Senate backs bill allowing undocumented migrant workers to drive in Vermont
Date: April 5, 2013

Outlet: Vermont Digger

Link: http://vtdigger.org/2013/04/05/with-27-2-vote-senate-backs-bill-allowing-undocumented-
migrant-workers-to-drive-in-vermont/

Quote: “Danilo Lopez. . . is a farm worker and spokesperson for the Vermont-based organization
Migrant Justice. He said the vote was an exciting step forward in a drawn-out process.

"We have been working on this for almost two years and we are seeing the fruit of our labor show its
product... It’s been an exciting and long path and we are hoping we are getting close to the goal line
and we look forward to complete victory soon.”

Vermont Senate advances immigrant
driver's license bill: Bill would allow
immigrant workers to become legal

drivers even though they might be in

country illegally
Date: April 5, 2013

Outlet: Burlington Free Press

Link: http://tinvurl.com/k3mpn2y

Quote: “'We are really proud,' Lopez said
through an interpreter. The vote today is due
to the testimony and organizing and strong
efforts of our community.'

'The hcense ltself 1S much more than a plece Danilo Lopez, left, shakes hands with Sen. Anthony Poliina, PWashmgion. nght follcwlng the vote on imm grant

licenses Friday In Montpelier. The Varmont Senate advanced leglslation-aimed at an '\ t farms to

of plaSth he Sald "What it really means 1S  becomelegal drivers despite the fact that they might be in the country lllega!ly The 27-2 vote giving the measure

prefiminary approval came after there was broad agreement that the workers, an estimated 1,200 15 1,500 mostly {rom
the Opportunity and ablllty to move around’ Mexico and Guatemata, have been advocating for the right to drive jor a nlimber of years. They say they are isolated on
to meet our fundamental needs

Vermont's farms and that the abifity to drive wili help them get access to basic services. / Toby Talbol/AP
: [EX)
independently.

Driving Towards Justice: Vermont Poised to Issue State ID and Driver’s Licenses to Migrant
Farm Workers

Date: March 28, 2012

Outlet ZNet

driver-s- hcenses—to migrant-farm-workers-by-michael-feiner

Quote: “Speaking to an Executive Chamber meeting with representatives of the Governor’s Legal
Counsel, Senate Committees on Transportation and Agriculture, Departments of Public Safety, Motor



Vehicles and Agriculture among others, migrant farm worker and Migrant Justice organizer Danilo
Lopez stated emphatically, 'Right now the very people who sustain Vermont's dairy farms are not free
to move about in VT. You are all in a position to change this and I urge you to use your power to act
now and push S-238 forward.'

“Danilo’s leadership in the farm worker community is bolstered by his experience and his affable,
unassuming charm. Agreement with his values and opinions has been palpably growing across the state
and gaining traction in the legislature.”

Vermont Farm Worker Danilo Lopez Receives Human Rights Hero Award at Human Rights
Conference drawing hundreds of Vermonters

Date: December 12, 2011

Outlet: Vermont Workers' Center

Link: http://www.workerscenter.org/video/vermont-farm-worker-danilo-lopez-receives-human-rights-
hero-award-human-rights-conference-draw
Quote: “After being arrested and detained just 3 months ago Danilo Lopez was recognized for his work

standing up for the human rights of Vermont's migrant workers at a big Human Rights Conference on
Saturday. Upon receiving the award Lopez told the packed house of at least 300 Vermonters, who gave
him a rowdy standing ovation, "Thanks to all the support and solidarity we are creating important
human rights changes for all. One of those is the new Bias-Free-Policing policy that directs police to
stop acting as immigration agents and to not discriminate based on a persons skin color by asking them
about their legal status."

Vermont Human Rights Commission hearing: State police discriminated against Mexican
farmworkers during traffic stop

Date: December 1, 2011

Outlet: Vermont Digger

Link: http://vtdigger.org/2011/12/01/vermont-human-rights-commission-hearing-state-police-

discriminated-against-mexican-farmworkers-during-traffic-stop/
Quote: “Upon hearing about the ruling in his favor Lopez commented, "We won. Its great. Its a victory

not only for us but also for our organization and the farm worker community.' Lopez has been
transformed by the incident, and since has been volunteering much of his time to work with the
VTMEFSP for farm worker rights in Vermont. After hearing about the victory Lopez was already on to
the hard work ahead, 'Now we just need to build upon this victory and make sure we use it as an
opportunity to benefit future generations."”

Food Justice Wins We Can Be Thankful for This Year

Date: November 23, 2011
Outlet: Colorlines

Quote: “Vermont, thanks in part to the organizing of the Vermont Migrant Farmworker Solidarity
Network, is celebrating its new Anti-Bias Policing Policy, unveiled by Gov. Peter Shumlin just weeks
ago, which ensures that local and state law enforcement make public safety, and not immigration
enforcement, their first priority. . . The reality is that what happened to me and Antonio and what
happened up on Chris Wagner’s farm in Franklin County, who was was handcuffed and had his
employees deported after a 911 call, shouldn’t have happened,' said Lopez, adding that he was 'hopeful'
about the new policy.”



Under new rules, Vermont State Police can no longer ask undocumented residents about
immigration status

Date: November 11, 2011

Outlet: Vermont Digger

Link: http:/vtdigger.org/2011/11/05/under-new-rules-vermont-state-police-can-no-longer-ask-
undocumented-residents-about-immigration-status/

Quote: “Public Safety Commissioner Keith Flynn said the new rules, which allow migrant workers to
use identification from the Mexican consulate, will 'further ensure the fair and equal treatment of all
individuals in Vermont.

“’The new state police policy “underscores” the troopers’ primary obligation, which is to enforce
Vermont laws,' Sorrell said.”

Vt. farmworkers say had good meeting with gov
Date: October 17, 2011

Outlet: Associated Press
http://www.boston.com/news/local/vermont/articles/2011/10/17/vt_farmworkers_say had good_meeti
ng_with gov/

Quote: “A small group of Vermont farmworkers and their supporters say they had a good meeting with
Gov. Peter Shumlin and his lawyer to discuss immigration issues and ways to modify policing policies
when it comes to the workers.”

Migrant Farmworker Leader Detained; 3 Protesters Arrested; Gov. Shumlin Orders

Investigation (Updated)
Date: September 13, 2011

Outlet: Seven Days

Link: http://7d.blogs.com/blurt/2011/09/video-migrant-farmworker-leaders-detained-3-protesters-
handcuffed-and-arrested.html

Quote: "My name is Danilo. Today the police stopped us. Though there was no reason to ask for my
documented status they did and only for being a different color from our friend who was driving. We
chose to remain silent to not have more problems. He called the Border Patrol quickly. If this message
reaches the governor it is so he can see our cruel reality. We spoke with him not too long ago about this
'Polimigra’ and we have another meeting that now I will not be able to attend."




DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

PRIVACY WAIVER AUTHORIZING DISCLOSURE TO A TH‘IRD PARTY

Use this form to authorize the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (‘DHS") to disclose information and/or records about you to a
third party. Taking this action is entirely voluntary; you are under no obligation to consent to the release of your information to any third
party. Authority: Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. § 552a); DHS Privacy Act Regulations (6 C.F.R. § 5.21(d)).

Your Full Name:

Your Alien Re%istration Number (if applicable):
Daniel Alejandro Lopez-Santiago

089-088-62
Date of Birth: 09/01/89

Country of Birth: Mexico

Recipient's Phone Number:
802~-4977027

Your Current Address:
294 N. Winooski Ave#130 Burlignton VT 05401

Recipient's Name:
Natalia Fajardo

Recipient's Mailing Address (required if requesting disclosure by mail):
294 N. Winooski Ave Ste 130 Burlington, VT 05401

Recipient's Organization, if the waiver will apply to it (e.g. news media, congressional office, law firm):
Migrant Justice

Travel/Border Crossing
Medical Information
’ Criminal Case

Family Data

Detention Information

Criminal History
AND/OR

Identifying Data (Date of Birth, etc.)
Immigration Case
[X] Alien File (A-File)

[ The following information/records (describe):

OR
CJALL information and/or Records Requested by the Recipient

Eor Aliens Only: If you have applied for or received any of the immigration benefits below, you are legally entitled to confidentiality.
(See reverse for more information.) If you want DHS to share information about these benefits with the Recipient, you must waive
your confidentiality rights by checking the appropriate boxes below. Waiver of these rights is not required; however, if you do not
waive these rights DHS may be unable to disclose to the Recipient some or all of the information you identified above.

I waive my right to confidentiality and authorize disclosure to the Recipient regarding these immigration benefits:
[ Temporary Protected Status (TPS) [T Visa (for trafficking victims) [J U Visa (for victims of certain crimes)
[] Seascnal Agricultural Worker [] Battered Spouse/Child
[]Asylum Seeking Hardship Waiver
(confidentially applies even if petition is denied)
B g e e

[] Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA)

sy

agents, and assignees, to disclose the information or records specified above to the Recipient. | understand this may include and is not
limited to reports, evaluations, and notes of any kind, contained in any record keeping system maintained by or on behalf of DHS; that
DHS retains the discretion to decide if particular records or information are within the scope of this Waiver; and that DHS has no control
over how the Recipient will use or disseminate my information. | agree to release and hold harmless DHS, its components, offices, -
employees, contractors, agents, and}gsignees, from any and all claims of action or damages of any kind arising from, or in any way

connected to, the rel/e‘\;se'cr) usg&ﬁny information or records pursuant to this Waiver. Y, Yy

Your Signature: ‘i;/;ﬂl,@/%\ Witness Signature: //{W&

Date: L7 VA3 RE

Witness Name: /Xy, rif (»\2) oo K

*Privacy Waiver is valid for 90 days' from date of signature

ICE Form 60-001 (2/11)

*Witness may hot be the Recipienglr employed b; Recipient's employer
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